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Mailing Date: December 24, 2003 

Notice of Rejection 



Japanese Patent Appln. No. 2001-034756 

Examiner: Hiroaki Hirai 

Attorney: Osamu HATORI 

Provisions to be applied: Article 29, para. 2 



« This action is made final» 

This application is ruled to be rejected for the following reasons. Response 
to this Notice, if any, shall be filed within 60 days from the mailing date of this 
Notice. 

Reason 

The present invention is recognized to be such that it could have easily been 
accomplished by any person having common knowledge in this technical field to 
which such invention belongs, on the basis of the inventions described in the 
citations circulated within Japan or a foreign country prior to the filing date, and 
therefore, to be ineligible for patent in accordance with the provisions of Article 29, 
para. 2 of the Patent law. 



Remarks 



With respect to claims 1-12: References 1-11 

References 7-11 disclose the bulky sheet comprising a fiber aggregate 
formed by entangling a fiber web by water needling technique and having a number 
of projections and depressions. References 7-11 suggest that the desired 
configuration can be obtained by two-step process of water needling technique. 

(Please refer to [0013] and Fig. 3 of Reference 7; [0018] and Fig. 4 of Reference 8; 
Fig. 4, of Reference 9; Fig. 3 of Reference 10; and Fig. 1 of Reference 11) 

It would have been obvious for a skilled person in the art to apply the 
aforementioned technique for the invention disclosed in Reference 1 to obtain a 
nonwoven fabric having a number of projections and depressions. The present 
invention is not considered to have unexpected advantage. 
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